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RECOMMENDED that: 
 
A The current approach to MOT and Compliance testing for Hackney Carriage 

and Private Hire Vehicle Licensingbe maintained until re-procurement is 
required. 

  
BACKGROUND 

 
1. The Town and Police Clauses Act 1847 and the Local Government 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 permit local authorities to require 
Hackney Carriage and private hire vehicles to be licenced. 
 

2. Before a licence is granted or renewed, the Authority mustsatisfy itself that 
the vehicle is in a safe and suitable condition to convey members of the 
public. This is done by means of an MOT and compliance test. 
 

3. Currently one MOT test station is contracted to carry out both the MOT and 
compliance test by appointment, generally at the same time. Vehicles 
meeting the standard are certified by the test station and the proprietor is 
issued with the licence at the Council offices on the same day. 
 

4. At its meeting of 24 March 2015 the Licensing Committee considered various 
options for compliance testing arrangements and resolved to appoint one 
nominated garage for MOT and Compliance testing. The Committee also 
resolved to receive a report reviewing the arrangements in January 2016. 
 

5. A single test station was appointed by competitive tender in accord with the 
Council’s procurement policy. The procurement process resulted in a change 
of service provider. The current report reviews the suitability of the 
arrangements in place. 
 



 
REVIEW 

6. The Principal Environmental Health Officer leading the Licensing Team has 
carried out a review of the suitability of the arrangements currently in place. 
This is attached at Appendix 1. 
 

7. In summary the findings of the review are that the contractor has performed 
well in delivering the contract; that arrangements meet the Council’s needs 
effectively providing reliable and consistent inspections; and that feedback 
from representatives of the licensed trades is positive. 

 
PROPOSALS 
 
8. The current arrangements were approved by Licensing Committee from 

among the options presented on the basis that testing could be coordinated 
with arrangements for issue of licences by the Council; that testing would be 
to a consistent standard; and that nominating one testing station would 
provide incentive to the contractor. A procurement process in accord with 
relevant legislation and Council policy was undertaken. 
 

9. The procurement process attracted a healthy interest permitting the Council 
to select the best from several viable bids. The Council has procured a 
contract for twelve months with an option to extend for a further 36 months. A 
further procurement exercise would be required for services after April 2018, 
providing an opportunity to re-examine and, if appropriate update, contract 
requirements. 
 

10. The review demonstrates that service both to the Council and to the licensed 
trades is good and that the current arrangements meet the Council’s needs. 
 

11. It is therefore proposed that the current arrangements, whereby vehicles are 
inspected for MOT and compliance at one garage nominated by the Council, 
continue until re-procurement is required. 



IMPLICATIONS 
 
Place (includes Sustainability) 

Contained in the body of the report. 

Author: Graeme Bloomer, Head of Place 

 

Finance (Includes ICT) 
There are no financial implications of the recommendation contained within the 
report. 
Author: John Dyson, Principal Finance Manager for Simon Freeman, Head of 
Finance  
 
Housing 

None specific. 

Author: Andrew Murray, Head of Housing 

 
Community Wellbeing (includes Equalities and Social Inclusion) 

None specific 

Author: Jane Greer, Head of Community Wellbeing 
 
Governance (includes HR) 
The recommendation is to maintain the status quo at this time, a proper 
procurement process was undertaken, therefore at this time there are no 
specificimplications. 
Author: Amanda Julian, Legal Service Manager, for Brian Keane, Head of 
Governance 

 

 
Background Papers 
[These are papers referred to in the preparation of the report that are not 
attached as appendices but that are available for public or Councillor study.] 
 
None. 
 
Glossary of terms/abbreviations used 
 
MOT        Statutory test of vehicle safety, roadworthiness and exhaust emissions 
                named for the (then) Ministry of Transport 
 
 


